
Noetzie Cave 
 

Stephan Moser and I decided to follow an old lead of a cave along the coast east of the Knysna Heads. An 

earlier attempt to explore from the eastern Knysna head had failed due to difficult access across eroded 

steep slopes. 

This time we parked at Noetzie and enquired of the parking attendant who confirmed there is a large cave 

that the fishermen used to shelter in. We descended to the beach and followed the coastline westward for 

about a kilometer and found a huge vertical ‘skeur’ or crack in a rock outcrop. We also found a small 

entrance to a cave on the eastern side of the same outcrop. 

 

Description 

 
The outside and inside of the entrance to this cave has liberal deposits of shell midden. The midden testifies 

to reasonably long habitation and might warrant archaeological investigation. There is evidence of 

fishermen using the cave, but their impact is minimal. 

The entrance is about 5 meters wide and the passage widens gradually until it becomes 10 meters wide. The 

floor slopes from the entrance down past shell midden to a floor littered with rock debris. The ceiling level 

is relatively constant so it reaches a height of about 4 meters as the result of the dip in the floor level. The 

passage narrows towards the end and the floor rises slightly before dipping at the back of the cave. The 

total length of the cave is 54 meters. 

 

Biota  

 
We encountered a few insectivorous bats and were unable to identify them, as they were too high on the 

walls or ceiling to inspect.  

 

The ‘Skeur’  

 
Stephan managed to climb up into this impressive crack and traverse along steep and slippery walls to the 

back of the recess. He did not find further passage, but took some most impressive pictures from the inside. 

The ‘Skeur’ is about 30m high and penetrates the rock by more than 50m. The crack varies in width, but is 

approximately 10m at its widest. The sea rushes into ‘The Skeur’ at high tide. 
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